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Buku-Larrngay Mulka Arts operates at Yirrkala, in 
Arnhem Land, for the Yolngu people. Yirrkala artists 
work with traditional materials - bark, hollow logs 
and natural pigments - and in a finely worked, 
intricate style of cross-hatched areas interspersed 
with human and animal forms. It is home to a 
number of leading indigenous artists, whose 
traditional Aboriginal art, particularly bark painting, 
frequently wins awards such as the Telstra National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards.  
The Art Centre supports the Yolngu people of 
Yirrkala and more than 20 outstations in the region 
and has a long and proud history as one of 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŀǊǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻƭƴƎǳ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ 
from this region have established a worldwide 
reputation for excellence. They are well known for 
their bark paintings, ceremonial poles, 
woodcarvings and yidaki (didgeridoos). 
 
Buku-Larrngay means the feeling on your face as it 
is struck by the first rays of the sun. Mulka is a 
sacred but public ceremony. It also means to hold 
or protect. 
 
Art has long been used by the Yolngu people for 
political ends, one of the most famous instances 
being the creation of the Bark Petition in 1963 to 
protest the actions of Nabalco Company in 
exercising mining rights over their land.  The bark 
was sent to the Federal Government to protest at 
the Prime Minister's announcement that a parcel of 
their land was to be sold to the bauxite mining 
company. Although the petition itself was 
unsuccessful at the time, it alerted non-indigenous 
Australians to the need for indigenous 
representation in such decisions, and prompted a 
government report recommending payment of 
compensation, protection of sacred sites, creation 
of a permanent parliamentary standing committee 
to scrutinize developments at Yirrkala, and also 
acknowledged the indigenous people's moral right 
to their lands. The Bark Petition is on display in the 
Parliament House in Canberra. 
 



 

1. Barrupu Yunupingu, 119 x 64cm, natural ochres on bark, Catalog #3932E  
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